Comparison of dentoalveolar protrusion values in Moroccans and other populations.
The aim of this retrospective study was to evaluate bimaxillary protrusion among Moroccans and to compare the Moroccan population with other Arabic, Caucasian, and Mediterranean populations. Cephalometric radiographs of 102 Moroccan adult university students (73 females and 29 males, mean age: 21 years 6 months +/- 1 year 6 months) with a normal occlusion were traced. Fifteen measurements concerning the upper and lower incisors, upper and lower lips, and the Frankfort to mandibular plane angle were assessed. Statistical analysis of the data was undertaken using independent t-tests. Eight angular and six linear measurements were statistically significantly different compared with Caucasian cephalometric norms (P < 0.001). Significant differences were observed compared with other adult Arabic populations (Palestinians and Saudis) and with Turkish Anatolian adults. Relative to Caucasian cephalometric norms, Moroccans showed bimaxillary protrusion and, therefore, these norms cannot be applied to Moroccan faces. In general, there was a great similarity in incisor position between the Moroccan and Saudi populations.